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One of Australia's lead negotiators on climate change in Copenhagen, Robert Owen-Jones, might have a 
reputation for driving a hard bargain, but he also has a softer side - as a keen amateur poet. Owen-Jones, who is in 
charge of climate-change mitigation and finance negotiations for Australia at the summit, has penned a number of 
moving works, including this effort, suitably titled Summer in Sydney, which appears on a poetry anthology 
website. "Christmas hurts here/Shom dogs pant in the pathetic shade/cicadas burn our ears/and the parched light 
eats/even eucalypt leaves./Only in the passing cool of 4am /can children, bronzed from the pool, /dream of 
Nicolas /and his impossible North Pole." There is also last year's dark exploration of the diplomatic soul, titled 
Obsession : "Three syllables, /dripping with persistence./Nine letters, /morbid with desire. /Is this all /my love is?" 
The intrigue does not stop there: Owen-Jones also has a significant former professional life. He is the former 
liaison officer with the Office of National Assessments who was reportedly sent home from his posting at the 
Australian embassy in Washington "in disgrace" after losing a briefcase full of American intelligence files in 
2004. According to reports at the time, the briefcase was left in the US Congress building after a meeting with US 
officials before being found by a congressional staffer and returned to the Australian embassy. 

CLIMACTIC CLIMATE 

A debate over climate-change science between The Guardian journalist George Monbiot and the Australian 
geologist and climate-change denier Ian Plimer was always going to provide a spectacle, but few would have 
expected it to descend into a slanging match about manners. Lateline host Tony Jones brought the pair together 
on Tuesday night, following the publication of Plimer's book, Heaven and Earth , in Britain. As the debate became 
heated, Plimer began objecting to Monbiot's interjections, declaring it was "the height of bad manners to interrupt" 
and that the journalist was "showing ill breeding". Monbiot responded: "It's the height of bad manners to lie on 
national television about something that you know to be plain wrong." 

BRONNIE'S BATHTIME 

Journalists and Government types have been on high alert in expectation of the new Opposition Leader, Tony 
Abbott's first public clanger since he took over from the comparatively measured Malcolm Turnbull. Yesterday, 
during a Liberal fund-raiser in Sydney, Abbott appeared to give them what they have been waiting for while being 
quizzed over the decision to appoint a "back to the future" shadow cabinet which included Bronwyn Bishop. The 
emcee, Channel Seven news anchor Samantha Armytage, noted that Bishop was the aged care minister at the 
time of the infamous "kerosene baths" scandal at Riverside Nursing Home in Victoria, to which Abbott replied: 
"But can I say this about that? I mean, Bronwyn stopped it - Bronwyn didn't fill the bath, Bronwyn stopped the 
bath being filled." Cue unco mf ortable laughter from the audience. The Minister for Ageing, Justine Elliott, didn't 
see the funny side. "It is pretty clear that Mr Abbott has little or no respect for older Australians," she declared. 

BRA-BOTHER 

Things are going from bad to worse for Bra-boy Jai Abberton, who is expected to be in Waverley Local Court 
this morning to face larceny charges after he allegedly stole $400 from a Maroubra pub, the Sands Hotel. The 
brother of big wave surfer Koby Abberton, Jai was sentenced to eight months' jail in October for breaching a 
good behaviour bond by assaulting a police officer. 
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WITH THE GAYLIES 

THE Climate Change Minister, Penny Wong, has been bumped off the annual list of the 25 most influential gay 
and lesbian Australians. The third annual "Gaylies", announced today, includes activists, singers, a cheerleader 
and politicians, but for the first time it includes neither the senator nor, for that matter, the Herald journalist David 
Marr. Both, in fact, were even beaten by a deceased poet, Dorothy Porter, on the list of those "shining a 
spotlight on people and issues" of the year. "The truth has caught up with me," Marr conceded yesterday. "But if 
Penny Wong is not on that list, then the list is rubbish." Wong, who is in Copenhagen for the climate change 
conference, could not be reached for comment. But the co-founder of the website Same Same, Tim Duggan, said 
the list was not definitive and was often finalised after fierce debate among judges. "There's no doubting that 
[Wong] is influential, but the consensus of the judging panel was that over the past 12 months maybe she hasn't 
done as much as we were hoping [she would] do." Ouch. Better news for the Greens leader, Bob Brown, and the 
former High Court justice Michael Kirby, who can now cl a im three years from three. Others from the class of 
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